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Executive Summary 

Champion Laboratories Inc. of Albion, Illinois began operation in 1970 and are 
their own owner/operator. Three divisions of the same corporation are 
maintained in four buildings on the property. The Pyroil Division formulates 
and packages automotive products. The Champion Division manufactures 
automotive air and oil filters. The Luber-finer Division manufactures 
changeable element filters and components. A warehouse and shipping facility 
is located on Route 130 at the south edge of Albion. Another plant of the 
Champion Division is located in West Salem, Illinois. 

The Champion Labs site occupies approximately 4 acres in the SE 1/4 of the NE 
1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 26, Township 1 South, Range 10 East in Edwards 
County, 

The three divisions of Champion Labs were most recently inspected on November 
7, 1984 by lEPA. Interviews and a tour of the facilities were completed. 
Seventeen drums were found on site with various wastes in them. Wastes were 
chrome waste liquid and sludge (7 drums), solvents and degreasers (Butyl 
Acetate, alcohol and ink, 8 drums; waste trichloroethane, 2 drums). Above and 
below ground storage tanks were also noted on site being both waste and bulk 
storage tanks. 

The Pyroil Division has an unknown number of outdoors bulk storage tanks with 
an unknown capacity and approximately four formulation tanks inside their 
building. Formulation is of both water based and solvent based products 
including radiator chemicals, deicers, windshield cleaners and oil additives. 
When the tanks are cleaned the employees use water, stoddard solvent or 
mineral spirits. This is drained to an underground holding tank which is 
pumped dry and the waste taken to a salt well. This occures about once a 
week. This tank is supposed to have a steel bottom but the integrity is not 
known. A check on this should be done. This area has stains and discolored 
puddles all around the tank. Pyroil's tank fckrm area is bermed and has a 
gravel cover but it is not known if there is a lining. This area also was 
discolored (black-light orange) and puddles were noted. A sump in the 
southeast corner of the bermed area was covered with an oily material. This 
sump discharges into a railroad siding ditch which then runs into a large 
drainage way and off-site. Evidence of flow was present (discolored stains). 

The Champion Division processes metal parts through a hot alkali wash and a 
ibath of rust inhibitor. All waste solution and sludge is placed in an above 
ground 20 foot tall^lO foot diameter steel holding tank which is ultimately 
hauled and disposed of down the salt well. 

The Luber-finer Division processes metal parts through a phosphoric acid wash^ 
water rinse and a rust inhibitor bath. They also have a separate wash of 
sodium hydroxide. The acid wash and sodium hydroxide solution is pumped into 
a vacuum truck where neutralization occurs. No disposal point was noted. It 
is suspected that this solution ends up down the salt well also. 

The trichloroethane is used in the vapor degreaser which produces 
approximately two drums of waste when used, which is infrequently. 
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No manifests were being used and no permits were noted to exist. 

This site warrents further investigation stemming from inspections finding 
discolored stains and/or flow evidence plus the fact that no analysis of the 
various wastes, both in holding tanks and drums, have been done. Also of 
great concern are the underground waste holding tanks as their integri ty is 
unknown and could contaminate ground water i f eroded. An investigation into 
the disposal method of a l l wastes should be completed also. This site is 
given a high pr io r i t y . 
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